
Doubting Thomas

PThomas wonders if Chaplain Levovsky can be a
true Christian
< She experienced the Holy Spirit in her Aunt and her

Aunt’s discussion group
< That Spirit is God with us
< That Spirit is Christ and was present in Jesus
< She has experienced redemption through that Christ
< Substitutionary (Satisfaction theory) Atonement and

deity of Jesus are stumbling blocks

PWhere would she fit in with Migliore’s
discussion?
< Moral Influence theory of his work, but what about his

person?
< Do we start with Jesus’ person or his work?

The Problem
Chs.  1-2

PKorean seminarian

P “So much of Christianity is doctrinaire.”
< What does he mean by that?
< Do the doctrines of Christianity reflect

fundamentals of the faith or of western culture?

PWhat does he mean when he says, “God is
like Jesus”?

PWhat is the center of the Christian faith?

Chapt.  4
Chan-Hie



PWho is Arius? 

PWhy is he important to Thomas’
questions?

Chapt.  5

PThomas & Chan-Hie meet with Prof.  O’Connor
< Arius – Word incarnate in Jesus was First Creation of

God (subordinationism)
– Protect oneness of God and humanity of Jesus
– Predominant view among the barbarians that took over

Roman Empire
< Consensus of Eastern and Western Christians in

Nicea and Chalcedon
– Nicea affirmed that the Logos incarnate in Jesus was God
– Chalcedon affirmed that Jesus was fully human
– Less of an answer than boundaries within which to

understand nature of Christ
– Follows Migliore’s classical formulation

– Do we allow for open discussion trusting that God’s truth will
emerge over time or do we restrict alternative views?

Historical Overview
Ch.  5

PWas God (Spirit or Logos) only incarnate in
Jesus?
< Is the incarnation of God in Jesus a difference in

degree or kind?

PChan-Hie says, “My Buddhist grandmother
was a fine woman.  She would go with the
family to church.  Her husband and her
children kept hoping she would convert, but
she refused to be baptized and died a
Buddhist.  I rather respected her for it.  I’m
sure God respected her too.”

Chapter 6
Thomas, Chan-Hie, & Chaplain Levovsky



P What is the purpose of
missions?
< To bring people to Christ or 
< To bring Christ to people?

Chapter 6 (cont.)

PJudy has been taking a course on Christology and is
influenced by feminism
< She suggests that God is present in all persons,

more so in many, though most fully in Jesus
< “the more fully God is in us – we call that grace –

the more genuinely human we are ... Jesus was
fully human because he was fully divine”
– What does it mean to say that God is present in us

versus to us – 
– Is to be related to God to experience God and is experience

within and outside of us?
– Is the self its experiences or something other?

< Christ points us to the basileia where God’s
salvation is fulfilled

Conversation With Friends
Ch.  7

I. The boundaries of legitimate Christian thinking – the problem of heresy.
A. Are there established doctrines all Christians s hould accept?
B. If so, what are they?
C. If not, how do Christians decide what to believe ?

*Bible, creeds, tradition central but not wholly de cisive. 
*Maybe Jesus himself is crucial. 
*What makes sense to us – how important is this? Ca n we believe what does

not make sense to us? Should we?
II. What do I think about Jesus Christ?

A. How I think of God's presence is crucial here.
*If God is present to human beings but not in them,  then God's incarnation in

Jesus was wholly unique. 
*If God is present in others as well, then God's in carnation in Jesus may not be

so very different. (I must re-read Baillie.)
B. If God is present in people other than Jesus, is  this just in Christians or is it in

others as well?
*If only in Christians, then Jesus' uniqueness rema ins very important. (Paul

connects the Spirit to belief in Jesus' Lordship.) 
*If in everyone, then Christianity seems to be only  one expression of God's

saving work. (John says the Word enlightened everyo ne who came into the
world.)

C. In what way is Jesus savior?
*Did he atone for the sins of all on the cross? (Or , all who were predestined to

be saved?) 
*Did he preach the coming of a basileia in which Go d's will would be done? 
*Did he initiate a community in which God's Spirit is effective? 
*If all the above, how are they related?

Thomas’s List



PChapter 9 – Thomas visits Buddhist fellowship
< American students raised in Christian church who

chose Buddhism as meeting different needs
< How do you talk about Christ to those for whom

Christ doesn’t speak to their needs?

PChapter 10 – Professor Wilson
< ‘Don’t have to give up faith in Christ to appreciate

what is positive in other religions’
< Other faiths may not be looking for salvation [no

theocentric core]
< Even in Christianity there are differing goals, e.g.,

living in reign of God versus forgiveness
< Rabbi Pinchas Lapide’s view of resurrection

Encountering Other Faiths
Finality of Christ in Doubting Thomas

P “If the resurrection of Jesus from the dead on that Easter
Sunday were a public event which had been made
known...not only to the 530 Jewish witnesses but to the entire
population, all Jews would have become followers of Jesus.
To me this would have had only one imaginable
consequence: the church, baptism, the forgiveness of sins,
the cross, everything which today is Christian would have
remained an inner-Jewish institution, and you [Gentiles], my
dear friend, would today still be offering horsemeat to Wotan
on the Godesberg. Put in other words, I see in the fact that
the Easter experience was imparted to only some Jews the
finger of God indicating that, as it says in the New Testament,
"the time is fulfilled."
< Jewish Monotheism and Christian Trinitarian Doctrine: A Dialogue by

Pinchas Lapide and Jürgen Moltmann (Philadelphia: Fortress Press,
1981), p. 68.

– Quoted at http://members.aol.com/dan4god/jewviews.html

Pinchas Lapide
Orthodox Jewish Scholar, Germany

PProf.  MacDonald offers H. Richard Niebuhr’s
distinction between inner and outer history to
help talk about relationships among religions
< Christians’ inner history focuses around Jesus

Christ
< Truth of inner history is borne out in our

experience
< We can learn from others’ inner histories while

confident in truth of our own

Inner and Outer History
Ch.  11



PTo say that Jesus is God incarnate implies
that Jesus was not fully human, but to say
that Jesus is incarnation of God affirms his
humanity and divinity
< “God’s presence in Jesus seemed to be one with

his very selfhood” – how God’s incarnation in
Jesus is different from others

PBuddhists may be right about the Buddha
and Christians right about Jesus Christ
(dialogical model)

God Incarnate or Incarnation of
God?

PMr. Crawford is not as interested in figuring
out the nature of Jesus Christ, but more
interested in living the “Jesus-way”
< Variations of Moral Influence view and Liberation

view of work of Christ in Migliore
– Christian life is more important than Christian doctrine –

the latter should serve the former

Mr. Crawford

PChrist is greater than doctrines (see
Migliore)
< Jesus saves him from need to have a

particular theology and be open to truth
wherever it is

< Jesus as Lord is not primarily about beliefs
but about discipleship

Thomas’s Conclusion


