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New Testament Survey

RPH 120

Dr. Paul Custodio Bube

Syllabus & Educator

Syllabus is at 
http://www.lyon.edu/webdata/groups/rph/rp
h120/
� Or in Educator

Educator is at https://online.lyon.edu
� Take the Christmas Quiz (how did you 

do?)

BASICS IN STUDYING THE BIBLE

Bible - from Biblia meaning �books�

Books - Chapters � Verses
� Artificial system created in the13th & 16 th centuries

Matthew 8:10-14

Book Verses

Chapter
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Shrek Factor
In the first Shrek movie, the evening after Shrek & 
Donkey had rescued Princess Fiona, Donkey finds 
out that after sundown, Fiona turns into an ogre. 
Meanwhile, Shrek is approaching the house where 
they are staying and overhears Fiona talking to 
Donkey, making comments about being ugly and 
that she could never get together with Shrek. We 
know that she’s talking about herself, but Shrek 
thinks she is talking about him.
– What could Shrek have done to understand 

(interpret) what was being said correctly?

Some Basics for Interpretation

Be aware of prior 
assumptions
Ask questions

Understand context
Avoid 
anachronism...

Three Worlds of the Bible

Literary World - form, structure, style, theme

Historical World - the historical context referred 
to in the text and  the historical context during 
which the text was written

Contemporary World - the application of the text 
to our lives and  situations


