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Formation of the Canon – Old  Testament

Canon — “measuring rod” refers to books of Bible seen as authoritative for faith

400 BCE — Torah generally accepted throughout Judaism

200 BCE — Prophets widely accepted

100 BCE-100 CE — Writings gaining acceptance

85-90 CE — Hebrew Scriptures settled at Council of Jamnia
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Formation of the Canon – New Testament

50 CE-110 CE – the writings of the New Testament and others were written

Mid-100's Marcion published a “canon” that rejects the Old Testament and kept a revised version of the Gospel of Luke and some of Paul’s letters

Around 200 CE the Muratorian Canon was published 

Similar to today’s but included letters to the Laodiceans and the Alexandrians, as well as a Revelation of Peter but not Hebrews, 2 Peter, 3 John







































































Formation of the Canon - New
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Formation of the Canon – New 

Testament



Other books that almost didn't “make it” in NT:



Gospel of John



Revelation



Hebrews



catholic epistles



By 382 CE the canon as we know it was affirmed at 

an ecumenical synod in Rome



Question for the contemporary world: 



How could the Christians who lived before 382 good 

Christians? 



Does that mean anything for Christians today?
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Formation of the Canon – New Testament

Other books that almost didn't “make it” in NT:

Gospel of John

Revelation

Hebrews

catholic epistles

By 382 CE the canon as we know it was affirmed at an ecumenical synod in Rome

Question for the contemporary world: 

How could the Christians who lived before 382 good Christians? 

Does that mean anything for Christians today?
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Purpose of the New Testament 

Canon



Clarify what church leaders considered 

rooted in apostolic teaching



Provide common understanding of universal 

faith



To demarcate Christians from non- Christians 

during times of persecution when Rome 

sought to ban and confiscate Christian 

writings
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Purpose of the New Testament Canon

Clarify what church leaders considered rooted in apostolic teaching

Provide common understanding of universal faith

To demarcate Christians from non- Christians during times of persecution when Rome sought to ban and confiscate Christian writings
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Language & Literature of NT



Koiné  Greek used in Septuagint was 

language of  Roman Empire & language of 

New Testament



27 books of New Testament



Four Gospels (written between 64-95 CE)



Acts ( written around 85)



Letters of Paul (written between 50-62)



Catholic (general) epistles (written between 85-

120)



Revelation [apocalyptic] (written around 95)
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Language & Literature of NT

Koiné  Greek used in Septuagint was language of  Roman Empire & language of New Testament

27 books of New Testament

Four Gospels (written between 64-95 CE)

Acts ( written around 85)

Letters of Paul (written between 50-62)

Catholic (general) epistles (written between 85-120)

Revelation [apocalyptic] (written around 95)
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+ Koiné Greskused inSeptuagintwas
language of RomanEmpire & language of
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Key Point

The books of the New Testament are a 

collection  of writings written by 

diverse authors in 

diverse locations at 

diverse times, that have been read by 

diverse groups of Christians with 

diverse views about what they mean.
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Key Point

The books of the New Testament are a collection  of writings written by diverse authors in 

   diverse locations at 

   diverse times, that have been read by 

   diverse groups of Christians with diverse views about what they mean.







































































Key Point

The books of the New Testament are a
collestion of writings written by
diverse authors in

diverse locations at
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What is the New 

Testament?

Early Christians and Their 

Literature
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What is the New Testament?

Early Christians and Their Literature
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Early Christian Diversity



There was not a single Christianity, but several in  

the early centuries



Jewish Christian Adoptionists



Jesus was adopted by God as a son, not divine



Paul was a heretic in suspending Law



Marcionites



Marcion believed in Old Testament God different from New  

Testament God



Paul was central, with edited Gospel of Luke



Docetists – Jesus is not really human


