Minutes

Institutional Assessment Committee

November 23, 2006, 10:00 AM
Room 6, CFA
PROPOSED
Present:
Paul Bube, Barbara Dyer, Dean Covington, Joel Plaag, John Peek
Absent:  
Stuart Hutton, Gina Garrett, Anne Woodbury, Leila Awwad 
Meeting called to order at 10:00 by Plaag
The committee heard a presentation from Barb Dyer on her recent visit to a higher learning commission workshop in Illinois.  She raised five fundamental questions for assessment:

1. How are your stated student learning outcomes appropriate to your mission, programs, and degrees?

2. What evidence do you have that students are achieving your stated learning outcomes?

3. In what ways do you analyze and use evidence of student learning?

4. How do you ensure shared responsibility for student learning?

5. How do you evaluate and improve the effectiveness of your efforts to assess and improve student learning?

Dyer stated that the HLC asks institutions to focus on learning first; using numerous ways to assess student learning.  She also brought up that most institutions represented that were in her “cohort group” had academic and non-academic co-chairs of the Institutional Assessment Committee.

Minutes were approved from November 6.

Discussion ensued on relaying information about our findings from HLC site visitors (Whitfield, Winfrey) and the information from Dyer and Dean Bruce Johnston’s recent attendance at an HLC workshop to members of the campus community as a whole.  Suggestions that were made included reminders in staff, faculty and student (SGA) assemblies, and cabinet meetings.  Additional suggestions included an open meeting on assessment and formal and informal luncheons during the course of the spring semester.

The committee discussed how to disseminate information on assessing student learning in the spring semester, with a goal of having at least one open meeting and several smaller workshops before the end of the academic year.  
Additionally, the committee will discuss content and speakers for presentations in January.

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 AM.
